
Meaning and Features of Culture



Meaning  of  Culture

Customs, traditions, attitudes , values, norms,

ideas and symbols govern human actions. The

members of a society not only endorse them

but also mould their behaviour accordingly.

They are members of the society because of

the traditions and customs which are commonthe traditions and customs which are common

and which are passes down from generation

to generation through the process of

socialisation. These common patterns

designate ‘culture’.

It is in terms of culture that we are able to

understand the specific behaviour pattern of

human beings in their social relations and also

the activities of the groups vis-a –vis other

groups.



Definitions…

“Culture is that complex whole which includes knowledge, beliefs, 

arts, morals, law, custom and any other capabilities and habits 

acquired by man as number of society” E.B. Taylor

“Culture is an organisation of phenomena: acts, objects, ideas,

Sentiments, that are dependent upon the use of symbols ”Sentiments, that are dependent upon the use of symbols ”

Leslie A. white

“Culture consists of the acquired or cultivated behaviour and thought of

individuals within a s society as well as of the intellectual, artistic and social

ideals and institutions which the members of society profess and to which

they strive to conform ” Bidney

H.P. Fair Child

“Culture is the sum total of the ways in which human beings live, 

transmitted from generation to generation by learning.”

Coon



Features of Culture

From the stated definitions, we can say that culture is a collective heritage

learned by individuals and passed from one generation to another. Culture is

present before the person is born and will continue to be there before after he

is dead. The individual receives culture as a part of his heritage and in turn may

reshape that culture and introduce changes which then become a part of the

heritage of succeeding generations.
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Culture is Learned

1. Culture is learned by each person in the

course of his development in a particular

society.

2. Culture is transmitted from one generation

to the other through learning.

3. Unlearned behaviour such as knee jerk, the

eyes blinking are purely physiological. On

the other hand shaking hands, shaving etc.

are cultural.

Therefore, culture is learned.



Culture is Abstract

1. Culture exists in minds and habits of a

society and it the shared ways of doing and

thinking.

2. There are degrees of visibility of cultural2. There are degrees of visibility of cultural

behaviour, ranging from the regularised

activities of persons to their internal reasons

for so doing.

3. We cannot see culture as such; we can only

see human behaviour. This behaviour occurs

in a regular patterned fashion and we call it

culture



Culture is Shared

1. Culture is not a possession of one person, it

is indeed shared.

2. For instance, an isolated inventor may

succeed in making a gadget in hissucceed in making a gadget in his

laboratory that does all sorts of unusual

and wonderful things, but if no one ever

uses it except himself, it doesnot becomes a

part of culture.

3. Culture is shared, it is something adopted,

used, believed, practised or possessed by

more than one person. It depends upon

group life for its existence.



Culture is Super -Organic

1. Culture is somehow superior to ‘Nature’.

2. It implies that phenomenon from a

physical or biological perspective may be

quite a different from cultural view point.quite a different from cultural view point.

3. For instance, a tree is an object of study

for a botanist but a sacred symbol for a

few people and they might offer prayers

to the same tree.



Language : Symbol of Culture

1. Language acts as a way of expressing ideas

and feelings and of communicating

messages’.

2. Man alone has culture, because only he is

capable of creating symbols and words arecapable of creating symbols and words are

most common symbols.

3. Symbols are organised into systems which

carry meaning for those who create and

use them. When symbols are combined

into a system.

4. Language is one of the most important

vehicles for perpetuating cultural patterns.



Cultural is Pervasive

1. Culture is pervasive, it touches every aspect

of life’.

2. Culture provides an unquestioned context

Word pervasive means widespread, prevalent or diffusive.

within which individual action and response

take place. Not only emotional but rational

actions are governed by cultural norms.

3. A culture like an individual is a more or less

consistent pattern of thought and action.

within each culture, there come into being

characteristic purposes not necessarily

shared by other types of society .



Cultural is a Way of Life

1. Culture is a “way of life” of a people or their

“design for living”.

2. Kluckhon and Kelly held that a culture is a

historically derived system of explicit andhistorically derived system of explicit and

implicit designs for living, which tends to be

shared by all or specially designated members of

a group.

3. For instance, the adolescent cultural behaviour

can be generalised from regularities in dress,

gadgets, mannerisms and conversations.



Cultural is a Human Product

1. Culture is a creation of society

in interaction and depends for

its existence on the continuance

of society

2. Therefore, culture does not do

anything of its own.

3. It is a human product and is not

independently endowed with

life.



Conclusion

Thus, it can be concluded that culture is

everything which is socially learned and

shared by the members of a society. The

individual receives culture as a part of his

social heritage and, in turn may reshapesocial heritage and, in turn may reshape

it.

It is the culture that in the wide focus of

world, distinguishes individual from

individual, group from group, society

from society. It is the culture that makes

us human.
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